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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To properly predict, detect and deal with the fault of an EEPROM by 
providing a means to decide a state where the fault of the EEPROM may possibly occur when a counter 
which counts and stores the data rewriting frequency of the EEPROM is reached a prescribed count 
value. 

SOLUTION: The contents of an EEPROM 2 are copied to a work area 121 of a RAM 12 alter a power- 
on state, and the data updating processing is carried out in the RAM 12. Then the data are returned to 
the EEPROM 12 from the area 121 in a prescribed cycle before a power-off state. The count value of a 
data area rewriting frequency counter NCDA is increased, and an EEPROM data using area change flag 
is set at 1 when the NCDA has the rewriting assurance frequency * of 0.8 or more. That is, a state where 
the EEPROM 2 may possibly has a fault is decided when the NCDA is set at the prescribed count value. 
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